
 

 
 

 

Haslett Community Church  
Youth ministry 2023-2024 

middle school youth group  
(5th-8th grades) 
Sundays 5-6:30pm 

high school youth group  
(9th-12th grades) 
Sundays 7-9pm 

Haslett Community Church   1427 haslett road    haslett, michigan 48840 
517.339.8383     haslettcommunitychurch.org 



 

 

My name is Erin Heisler. I am the Minister for Youth and 
Children Programs here at Haslett Community Church 
(HCC).  Ordained in 2009, I am very excited for my 15th year 
in ministry at HCC! I completed my undergrad at Central 
Michigan University where I studied Child Development as 
well as Religion. I then attended Princeton Theological  
Seminary and completed a Master of Divinity as well as a 
Master of Arts in Youth Ministry. I feel deeply called to the 
work I do with students. My contact information is listed  
under my photo. I want you to feel comfortable reaching out 
anytime with questions, concerns, whatever. Texting is the 
quickest way to get a response from me, but call or email  
anytime as well. Feel free to follow me on social media to see 
the youth group information and photos that I post. 

I like to support your students in all that they do: athletic 
teams, dance, clubs, musical endeavors, etc. Please share 
their sports, concert, recital schedules with me as you are 
able. I love to cheer them on in all they do, but I can’t do it 
without your help. 

Haslett Community Church belongs to the United Church of Christ (UCC)  
denomination. You can read more about our church in this packet. In the UCC, 
churches all express their beliefs in ways as different and unique as each of us. Our 
denomination believes there is no one way to be Christian, there is no one way to 
worship, nor is there one statement of faith that we all have to agree with. I think our 
youth group here at HCC is a beautiful expression of the UCC, in that our youth 
come from all different churches & backgrounds. If, as parents, you ever have  
questions about the beliefs being expressed at youth group, please come to me.  
We always try to make sure there is space for every side of each issue to be  
expressed; and with our varied backgrounds it makes for very rich discussions.  

This truly is a family ministry, most of what you will see planned for this year is not 
possible without your support. Parent/guardian/adult help is essential to our ministry. 
From driving for events, helping with mission trip fundraisers, to being additional 
adults in the building during events, we can’t do this ministry without you.  

We share information about our program through weekly emails, snail mail, our  
Remind texting app and social media. Fill out the registration form online (QR code 
on the opposite page) to get plugged in so you don’t miss anything!  

I am excited for the year ahead and hope that you and your students are too!  

Rev. Erin heisler 
erin.heisler@att.net 
cell: 517.230.8713 
Fb: erin heisler 
Instagram: @eeheis 



 

 

Safety: 
HCC is committed to being a Safe Church, one where our youth and children are protected. 
We have a Safe Church policy that outlines the procedures we follow to ensure we are cre-
ating the best possible environment for our youth and children. Copies of this policy will 
be provided for any family interested. 
 

Our top priority is to provide an environment that is free from any physical,  
psychological, or sexual abuse or neglect. 
 

Both Rev. Betsy Aho, Pastor, and I, Rev. Erin Heisler, Minister of Youth & Children, have  
undergone background checks and fingerprinting (re-certified September of 2021). Any 
volunteer in our program is asked to complete our Safe Church Training.  
 
As outlined in the policy, we make every effort to have two adults at any and all youth  
ministry events. New this year, we created the position of “Youth Group Mentor,” which 
gives our HCC youth ministry alumni the opportunity to be the second adult at each youth 
group weekly meeting. These individuals will also complete Safe Church Training and un-
dergo a background check.  
 

I want you to know that your student’s physical and psychological safety and well being is  
always my top priority. Our greater community has had too many instances of individuals 
preying on our young people. My ministry is rooted in building relationships with them, 
but I do so only with the blessing of the student’s parent/guardian/adult. In addition to the 
Remind app, students often communicate with me through texting and social media, occa-
sionally wanting to meet one on one. While I do hold everything they share with me confi-
dential, if the health or safety of the student or another individual is a concern, I will share 
with the appropriate individuals (parent/guardian/adult, Rev. Betsy Aho, other authorities 
should the situation warrant). If you ever have a concern you are welcome to bring it to me 
or to Rev. Betsy Aho (phone: 517-339-8383 or email: aho.betsy@att.net) 
 
One final thing, the events on this calendar are the official HCC sponsored youth ministry 
events. There are times that the youth organize gatherings themselves. I want you to know 
that I am rarely at the youth-organized events, nor do I even know that they are happening 
most of the time. It is wonderful that our youth love one another so much that they seek out 
other times to see and hang out together. I just wanted to be clear with parents that the 
events on this calendar are the only ones officially sponsored by the church and led by me. 

Please use the QR code or link below to complete the registration 
form & participation waiver for each student:  

2023-2024 Youth Ministry Participation Form (jotform.com) 

https://form.jotform.com/212366388271157


 

 

Supporting our ministry 
hcc’s youth ministry program is open to all 
and there is no fee to join! Occasionally we 

do events that have a per person cost to 
them, but that will always be communicated 
ahead of time. Every year, we have families 
inquire about offering financial support of 

hcc’s ministries, so we share this  
information simply as a way of answering 

that question. This qr 
code links to the donate 

page of our website, if you 
feel so inclined.   

We believe There’s no such thing  
as Overcommunication!  

We send information in the mail, via email,  
and through text reminders  

using the remind app.  
To join the remind app, please text  
the following codes to the number:  

81010 

Middle school parent code: @hccmspa  

High school parent code: @hcchspa  

Middle school youth code: @hccmsyo 

High school youth code: @hcchsy 
 

contact erin if you need help with this!   



 

 

how parents help:  
Our youth ministry relies on the help from  

parents/guardians/adults in many ways!  
Security: Youth group takes 
place in the basement at 
Church, so on Sundays, we 
ask for a parent volunteer 
to be our security guard,  
monitoring the unlocked  
upstairs door during youth group.  
QR code above links to sign up. 
Snacks/dinner: we ask middle school families to 
take turns bringing a snack 
for youth group and high 
school families take turns 
bringing dinner (often  
pizza) for youth group.  
QR code to right links to sign up. 
Transportation: for any youth ministry event that 
takes place off site (not at hcc), we ask  
parents to volunteer to drive. Our safe church  
policy, and our church’s insurance company  
requires that all drivers be over the age of 21. 
High school students cannot drive themselves  
and/or friends for these special events.  
Chaperones: for overnights/lock-ins, retreats & 
mission trips adult volunteers are always needed 
as well. Must be over the age of 21.  

Haslett community 
church (hcc) is an 
open and affirming 
church. We strive for 
hcc & hcc youth groups to be places 
where all feel welcomed, safe and 
affirmed as beloved children of god.   



 

 

Where we’ve been 
1999 Cedartown, Georgia 

2000 Benton Harbor, Michigan 

2001 White River, Arizona 

2002 Lansing, Michigan 

2003 Montreal, Quebec 

2004 Sault Ste Marie, Michigan 

2005 Pine Ridge, South Dakota 

2006 Benton Harbor, Michigan 

2007 Baldwin, Michigan 

2007 New Orleans, Louisiana  

2008 Cheboygan, Michigan 

2009 Monessen, Pennsylvania 

2010 Chicago, Illinois 

2011 Immokalee, Florida 

2011 Sault Ste Marie, Michigan 

2012 Detroit, Michigan 

2013 Camden, New Jersey 

2014 Cleveland, Ohio 

2015 Washington D.C.  

2016 St. Louis, Missouri 

2016 Quad Cities, Iowa 

2017 Lexington, Kentucky 

2017 Detroit, Michigan 

2018 Houston, Texas 

2019 Rockford, Illinois 

2022 Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

2023 Nashville, Tennessee  

 There has been a longstanding tradition at Haslett 
Community Church of high school youth serving 
on week-long summer mission trips. On these 
trips our youth and chaperones go all across the 
country, to cities near and far, to serve. These 
trips are filled with hard-work, but are also rich 
experiences where youth get to know people and 
places often very unlike the community they 
have grown up in. Each trip is very different; 
from the type of work that we do, to the places 
we stay and of course the people we meet, but 
one thing’s for sure none of us return home the 
same.  
Our mission trip tradition began in the summer of 
1999 when 12 of us traveled down to Cedartown, 
Georgia. From that first trip, the congregation 
knew this was something that they would like to 
continue to support. A great deal of intentionality 
has gone into the mission trip tradition at HCC. 
Our staff, Youth Ministry Team (YMT), and the 
congregation all saw the great importance of 
serving communities both far away from Haslett, 
but also the ones in our own backyard. We are 
also committed to serving in the United States. 
We take seriously Jesus’ call for disciples to 
serve to the ends of the earth, but we also are 
aware of the great need right here in our U.S. 
communities  
Through these 27 trips, we estimate that we 
have sent over 730 participants over a total of 
28,100 miles!  
One final word about these trips. Our staff, 
Youth Ministry Team, and the congregation are 
all committed to keeping the cost low for  
families. These trips are incredible experiences 
where youth (and adults) not only learn about 
others, but they learn a great deal about  
themselves and they grow deeply in their faith. 
For that reason, HCC never wants cost to  
prohibit someone from going on the trip. We  
offer scholarships for youth (in any amount) so 
that each and every youth who feels called to 
serve on one of these trips has the opportunity.  
BUT WE NEED YOUR HELP! We need ALL 
of our youth AND their families to help plan and 
work the fundraisers that these trips require!  



 

 
 

Destinations for both trips will be revealed soon! 
Mission trips by the numbers:  
In 2023 our nashville trip costs broke down like this: 
(for 33 participants) 
Transportation: $6,300 
Participant fee to host organization & housing: $6,105 
Various activities during the week: $3,410 
Food: $5,100 
Trip Shirts: $2,500 
For a total trip cost of: $23,415 
 

For that trip we had: 
15 participants pay $500 each: $7,500 
9 participants pay $400 each: $3,600 
4 participants on a half scholarship: $1000 
And 4 participants on full scholarships.  
Total incoming payments: $11,200 

How much participants pay: 
$500 per person 

additional family members  
are $400 per person. 

We always offer scholarships  
in ANY amount. All families have  
to do to receive a scholarship  

is communicate with Erin. 
In 2023 we 
needed to 
fundraise  

over $12,215 
You can see now why mission 

trip fundraising is so  
important and why we truly  

rely on everyone’s help  
to make it happen!  

While we can’t yet share the destinations for our 2024 mission 
trips, we are very excited to share that our middle school and high 

school youth will each have their own mission trip this summer!  
There were special parts of having the groups travel together, but 
we hope that more middle schoolers will feel empowered to go on 

this year’s shorter and closer to home trip.  

The high school trip will be June 22nd-29th,  
with mission trip Sunday being Sunday, June 30th. 

The middle school trip will be July 28th-august 1st.   



 

   

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20233-2024 calendar 
 September 

 

 

 november 

october 

december 

5th MSYG 5-6:30pm & HSYG 7-9pm 
8th 7th grade dinner 6-7:30pm 
11th  mission trips reveals 4pm 
12th MSYG 5-6:30pm & HSYG 7-9pm 
19th chopped challenge (no ygs) 
21st game night ms 7-9pm, hs 9-11pm 
22nd breakfast at blondies 10am 
26th hanging of the greens 4pm (no ygs) 
28th  10th grade dinner 6-7:30pm 
29th  11th & 12th grade dinner 6-7:30pm 

1st MSYG 5-6:30pm & HSYG 7-9pm 
3rd 5th & 6th grade dinner 6-7:30pm 
6th  breakfast at blondies 10am 
8th MSYG 5-6:30pm & HSYG 7-9pm 
13th hot cocoa for hoco 7-7:45am 
14th ms movie night 7pm 
15th MSYG 5-6:30pm & HSYG 7-9pm 
17th culvers night 7-8:30pm  
21st hs overnight  
22nd haunted corn maze (no ygs)  
23rd  9th grade dinner 6-7:30pm 
29th  MSYG 5-6:30pm & HSYG 7-9pm 

3rd MSYG 5-6:30pm & HSYG 7-9pm (shopping) 
9th movie night ms 6-8pm, hs 8-10pm  
10th MSYG 5-6:30pm & HSYG 7-9pm  
12th  8th grade dinner 6-7:30pm 
14th culver’s night 7-8:30pm 
17th MSYG 5-6:30pm & HSYG 7-9pm (parties)  
24th no ygs 
31st no ygs  

10th  Parent/youth wiffle ball 5:30-7pm 
 hsyg 7-8pm, seniors 8-9pm   
17th MSYG 5-6:30pm & HSYG 7-9pm 
20th Culvers night 7-8:30pm 
24th  MSYG 5-6:30pm & HSYG 7-9pm 
25th  breakfast at blondies 10am 
30th ms mariokart tournament 5-9pm 

All events subject to change! Please watch the mail, your emails, and remind text for changes, additions to the calendar, & announcements! 

Abbreviations key:  ms= middle school 
hs = high school yg= youth group 



 

 
 

 

  

 february 

april 

march January 

1st  10th grade dinner 6-7:30pm 
4th MSYG 5-6:30pm & HSYG 7-9pm 
11th  sledding at meridian hill (no ygs) 
16th  breakfast at blondies 10am 
18th msyg 5-6:30pm & hsyg overnight 7pm 
20th culver’s night 7-8:30pm 
25th MSYG 5-6:30pm & HSYG 7-9pm 
28th  7th grade dinner 6-7:30pm  

 

4th 9th grade dinner 6-7:30pm 
7th MSYG 5-6:30pm & HSYG 7-9pm 
14th MSYG 5-6:30pm & HSYG 7-9pm 
15th day of service 10am-3pm 
18th HS 1/2 day lunch at cancun 11am 
20th tubing @ hawk island!  
21st msyg 5-6:30pm & hsyg 7-9pm 
23rd 5th 6th grade dinner 6-7:30pm 
24th culvers night 7-8:30pm 
27th-28th winter retreat (all youth)  
28th  no ygs 

Ice skating TBD 

 may 

7th MSYG 5-6:30pm & HSYG 7-9pm 
10th  senior dinner 6-8pm 
14th MSYG 5-6:30pm & HSYG 7-9pm 
18th culver’s night 7-8:30pm 
20th  ms thrifted prom 8-10pm  
21st  MSYG 5-6:30pm & HSYG 7-9pm  
26th hs paintball overnight 
28th  MSYG 5-6:30pm & HSYG 7-9pm 

5th  MSYG 5-6:30pm & HSYG 7-9pm 
9th  culver’s night 7-8:30pm 
12th last ygs MSYG 5-6:30pm & HSYG 7-9pm 
17th  hs campout at hcc 
19th   senior farewell 

Mission trip fundraisers will get added to our 
calendar! Watch emails for info! 

No
 yg

s m
ar

ch
 24

th
 or

 31
st 3rd MSYG 5-6:30pm & HSYG 7-9pm 

5th 8th grade dinner 6-7:30pm 
7th 11th grade dinner 6-7:30pm  
9th  road rally 
10th  MSYG 5-6:30pm & HSYG 7-9pm 
15th  ms overnight 
17th  MSYG 5-6:30pm & HSYG 7-9pm 
19th  culver’s night 7-8:30pm 



 

 
 

Haslett Community Church 

United Church of christ 
haslettcommunitychurch.org  

We want your whole family to feel welcome  
at haslett community church! 

At Haslett Community Church, United Church of Christ, we believe that all of us are 
on a journey with and to God. It’s a journey that’s wondrous, frightening, and  

joyful. As we go, we need friends in the Spirit who can help us and whom we can 
help with generous gifts of honesty, comfort, guidance, challenge, and support.  

Whoever you are, and wherever you are on your journey, we want to welcome you  
as warmly and as truly as Jesus Christ welcomes us.  

Community Is our middle name!  
Whether you join us for a worship service or a special event,  

the first things you’ll experience at hcc are our  
welcoming atmosphere and family-like congregation.  
We have ministries/programs for folks of all ages.  

There are ways to get involved for just about any interest you might have–  
from social justice issues to care of creation, music and singing,  

spiritual growth groups, we even have a knitters group!  
Come discover how you fit at hcc! 



 

 

What we believe:  
We strive joyfully and prayerfully to warmly welcome all, to freely share our blessings and  
humbly share God’s love. We believe in making church a place of welcome and hospitality, 
where you can come and learn about faith and participate in worship even if you are still 
figuring things out. We believe in welcoming families of every age and size. We recognize 
that the sounds of children in worship are the sounds of a church with a future, so we 
offer nursery care and Sunday School, and also invite children to remain in worship. We 
believe we each have much to learn and much to share, so we offer spiritual enrichment 
programs and participate in numerous outreach activities in the community. We believe our 
building is part of the community, so we host numerous community groups, in addition to 
church functions, throughout the week, and we host the Meridian Township Food Pantry year 
round. We believe we are called to worship God, proclaim the gospel of Christ, and with the 
help of the Holy Spirit maintain a love for truth, a passion for righteousness, and  
enthusiasm for service. We strive to deepen our faith faith in God, grown in service to 
Christ’s church and the world, and strengthen our bonds with friend and stranger by the 
Spirit’s presence. We believe in welcoming friend and stranger with the same unconditional 

Worship takes place Sundays at 10:00 a.m.!  

We are an Open & Affirming Congregation, our building is accessible,  
and there is plenty of onsite parking.  



 

 

F.A.Q.s 
Does my student have to come every week?  
 NO! We know that students and their families are SO busy! Erin just wants 
students to know that they are welcome WHENEVER they can make it! We 
say that you’re only a visitor once at our group, after that it’s just as much 
your group as it is everyone else’s, regardless of how often you attend! 

Can my student bring a friend?  
 OF COURSE! Friends are ALWAYS welcome! For events that take place 
off-site (not at the church), it helps Erin to have a heads up so that we can be 
sure that we have the correct number of tickets or room in vehicles. If you 
know of a family that wants to get involved, feel free to share Erin’s contact 
information or pass their information (emails, cell numbers) on to Erin so we 
can get them plugged in! Word of mouth is how we grow- so feel free to share 
about our group!  

What does it cost to join?  
 NOTHING! There is no cost to be a part of our youth ministry. Some 
events that we do (like the haunted corn maze, laser tag, etc) have a cost, but 
we always communicate that well in advance. Our mission trips and weekend 
retreats also have a cost/participant as well. But we never want cost to prohibit 
someone from participating in anything that we do! Please communicate with 
Erin and we will cover the cost for your student, no questions asked.  

What door should my student use when arriving at HCC?  
All of our outer doors are numbered (1, 2 and 3). Students and families should 
plan on using door #1 (it is the door that is at the center of the building). Erin 
will send a Remind if a different door is in use for a particular event.  

Can students drive themselves and/or friends for special events?  
 Our Safe Church Policy and our insurance company do not allow students 
to drive themselves and/or friends for special events. For any HCC event that 
requires transportation away from the church, all drivers must be over the age 
of 21 (so parent volunteers are ALWAYS appreciated).  

Does Erin really have “favorites”? 
 A long-running joke in our ministry is that the youth try to be Erin’s  
favorite (yes there are even shirts). It is just a joke that started years ago.  
Every single student in our program is Erin’s favorite!  

Please don’t hesitate to reach out with any other questions that you might have!  


