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 Promise for the Future 
 

Campaign 2020  

    
It is that time again – summer is winding down, our kids 
are back in school, the choir is back in their choir loft, and 
football is everywhere.  And, as always, our annual stew-
ardship campaign, “Promise for the Future,” kicks off in 
early October.  
 

HCC has just completed a year of pastoral transition, and 
we now are looking at an exciting new future led by our 
new permanent senior pastor, Rev. Betsy Aho.  It is as 
important as ever that we, as the HCC family, plan to sup-
port Haslett Community Church financially to assure that it 
will continue to be a strong, successful part of our lives 
and a pillar of the greater Haslett community.  Being able 
to establish a reliable, workable budget is important to 
making sure that HCC will be here for us. 
 

You will be receiving a letter and pledge card in Septem-
ber from our stewardship co-chairs, Stefanie Zin and Paul 
White, and you will be seeing and hearing messages 
about stewardship during worship until the stewardship 
campaign wraps up.  We hope you will consider pledging 
if you have not recently pledged, or renewing or increas-
ing your pledge if you are among our many regular givers.  
Thanks! 
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          HCC Annual Chicken BBQ 
        Sunday, September 8th - 12:00 Noon at HCC 
 

  Cook up your favorite dish to share and bring along to HCC’s Chicken BBQ!  
 There will be lots of grilled chicken, rolls, and drinks provided by Social Com-

mittee.  Everyone will bring their potluck dish to pass.  We will play outdoor games, eat good 
food, chat, and finish it all up with ice cream sundaes.  Please sign up on the Social Committee 
board with how many people you will be bringing, so we can plan accordingly and have plenty of 
chicken to eat.   
 

We need grillers, people to set up, and people to clean up afterwards.  Please indicate what you are 
volunteering for on the sign up sheet.   Cost is $5 for adults and $3 for kids (12 & under).    
 

Please bring your own place settings.  It will be a grand ole time, so mark the day on your calen-
dar, and don’t miss this long-time tradition! 
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      Happy September,  
   Haslett Community Church!  
 
  There is an energy in this place. Can you feel it? 
 

God is here, calling us to imagine what is possible. The Spirit is  
here, moving us forward even as we appreciate what has been  
and what is now. Christ is here, encouraging us to love our  
neighbors as we love ourselves and to worship together. 

   
In the whirlwind of our first few weeks together, I am learning as much as I can about 
this wonderful faith community. My door is open, my phone is on, my email is moni-
tored.   I plan to be in the office Tuesday - Friday each week.  Do not hesitate to reach 
out!   Through soaking up your stories, questions, answers, hopes, doubts, sorrows 
and joys, I continue to be amazed at the varied reasons people attend Haslett Com-
munity Church, and how important this church is to you and yours.  I am also thrilled to 
see the strong volunteer leadership that is part of the ethos of HCC, and I stand in awe 
of the dedicated staff.  I am so happy to be part of Haslett Community Church. 
 
Listed below are some upcoming opportunities for us to learn from each other. More 
will be coming as I continue to understand what is helpful and sought.  
  
Sermon Preview Group:  Wednesdays, 8:00 a.m.: This is an informal Bible conversa-
tion group. We will take a look at the scripture lessons for the upcoming Sunday and 
talk about themes, connections to our lives, ask questions, etc.  Drop in on the weeks 
when you can. All levels of Bible familiarity welcome! 
 
Grief Recovery Group, information meeting:  Thursday, September 19 at 6:00 p.m.: 
I will offer an 8-week Grief Recovery Group starting the first week in October, and start 
another after the new year.  The Grief Recovery Method approaches loss from a broad 
spectrum, including grief due to death, divorce, job loss, and many other kinds of loss-
es. Come hear if it would benefit you by coming to the information meeting.   
 
Please also see the Spiritual Life article for more learning opportunities! 
 
It is an honor to join you as, “We strive joyfully and prayerfully to warmly welcome all to 
freely share our blessings and humbly explore God’s love.” 
 
Peace & Gratitude, 
 
Pastor Betsy Aho 



 
 Page 3 

HCC Connect ions  September 2019 

 



 
 Page 4 

HCC Connect ions  September 2019 

 



 
 Page 5 

HCC Connect ions  September 2019 

 

 
 

 

         Choir Returns! 
 

September brings the  
return of the choir! 
 

So far, almost 30 members 
and friends of HCC have 
volunteered to help lead  
worship by rehearsing on Wednesday evenings 
and providing choral music for the Sunday ser-
vices.   
 

Beginning September 8, and going to June 7, 
anthems of all different styles will be shared by 
this delightful group.  There is still time for any-
one else to join.   
 

  New members are invited to join us -  
     there’s still time!   
 

We rehearse on Wednesdays from 7- 8:30 pm.     
In our action-filled rehearsal time we practice  
a variety of styles of music and have a good time. 
 

Realizing that members have other commitments  
at times (for both evening and Sundays), we are  
always working ahead, so if you have to miss 
occasionally, you will be able to catch up. 
 

Please let Judy Connelly know if you’re interested!  
517.339.8478 or judyleeconly@earthlink.net. 
 
 
 
 
 

Many thanks to all those who presented a variety 
of talents for the summer services.  There was 
really a wide variety of musical presentations.  
During August, Mary Trebilcock, Kim Huston and 
Richard Ledebuhr, Roberta Otten, The Grace-
wood Singers and Joyce Bischoff with Missy Lilje, 
all shared their gifts with us!  Your efforts are well 
appreciated. 

Our Church Family 

Thanks to these individuals 
who have recently served 
the church in special ways: 

 

To Don & Kelly Flagg, Pat & Heidi Dalton, 
and Mike Claucherty for renovating the 
pastor’s office (painting, assembling furni-
ture, etc.)  

 

To Ron Rowe for continuing his role as 
“King of Craigslist” and continually posting 
and selling items for us from the church 

 

To Rich Newport for his work acquiring and 
setting up the staff computers, with more 
still to come. 

 

To Kirk Riley for changing the sign to 
 welcome Pastor Betsy. 

 

To all of the amazing volunteers who made 
our children’s ministry possible this sum-
mer (nursery care, Sunday school, deco-
rating and helping with Vacation Bible 
School).  Their names are listed on the 
Children’s Ministry page in this newsletter. 

 

To Don & Kelly Flagg and Laura & Tim 
Roumpz for the loving care they put into 
the redo of the parsonage porch this sum-
mer. 

 

To everyone, from Pastor Betsy - thanks 
for welcoming her so warmly.  Especially to 
the staff for their welcome and for answer-
ing all of her questions. 

 

To our new staff member Sally Sanchez, 
who has taken on the responsibilities of our 
custodian.   

 

To Russ Wilson and Rich Newport, for 
their time and materials while fixing some 
bad wiring in the kitchen. 
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Our Welcoming Teams  
for September 

 

Below is the list of those scheduled to serve in the 
different roles that will help to provide our church’s 
Happy Heart welcome for each of the Sundays 
this month. If anyone needs to work out a switch 
or a substitution, please let the office know once 
you've done so, so that we can do our best to get 
the names of the right folks listed each week in our 
Sunday worship bulletin.  Thank you! 

 

September 1st 
  Scripture Reader: Jim Linnemann 
  Greeters:  Cindy & Elgar Brown 
  Ushers:  Shannon Murton &  
       Donna Ellis Cornell 
  Coffee Hosts: Mark & Sally Garrod 
  Sound Techs: Mark Garrod & Rich Newport  
  Tellers:             Sylvia Davis & Bob Heisler 
 
 

September 8th - Kickoff Sunday & Chicken BBQ 
  Scripture Reader: Angie Wilson 
  Greeters: Tim & Karla Hiller 
  Ushers: Bob & Sally Heisler 
  Coffee Hosts: No Coffee Hour (Chkn BBQ) 
  Sound Techs:   Helen & David Jones 
  Tellers:    Cheryl Edwards & Bob Heisler 
 
September 15th  
  Scripture Reader:  Donna Ellis Cornell 
  Greeters: Ron & Cathy Rowe 
  Ushers:  Rich Baumgartner & 
                                 Ann Pierce 
  Coffee Hosts:  ?????? 
  Sound Techs:    Joey Huston & David Jones 
  Tellers: Rich Baumgartner &  
 Dave Ferguson 
 

September 22nd 
  Scripture Reader: Pat Dalton 
  Greeters: Tom & Mary Nelson 
  Ushers:   Jim Gornick &  
    Jewell Muller-Gornick 
  Coffee Hosts:  Dave & Nancy Ferguson 
  Sound Techs:  Rich Newport & Jim Gornick  
  Tellers:  Rich Newport & Darwin Johnson 
 
September 29th 

  Scripture Reader:  Gary Gulliver 
  Greeters: Debbie & Gary Gulliver 
  Ushers:   Tom & Mary Nelson 
  Coffee Hosts:  Gary & Debbie Gulliver 
  Sound Techs:  Ron Rowe & Patrick Homminga  
  Tellers:  Larry Leefers & Jim Durr 

    

    A GREENER HCC 
  

 We are excited to be  
 bringing you the this news 
 by email now!  Keep an eye
 out for updates to our  
    E-Newsletter as we explore 
 the exciting things we can 
 do in this format! 

 

       Thank you for helping us be greener! 
       
 
 

      The HCC Green Team 
               meets again  
       Monday,  Sept. 16th 

                     at 7pm in the  
 Fellowship Hall.  
       

 
 

 

      It’s more than 

          just dirt     
   

Join us after worship 
on September 15 as 
the Green Team wel-

comes David Polley.  Dave is a  climate 
justice advocate at Webster UCC in 
Dexter MI, a gardener, and a retired 
science teacher who has been passion-
ate about soil for a long time.   
 

He has a real interest in soils and cli-
mate change with a focus on carbon 
sequestration and regenerative agricul-
ture. 

   Newsletter articles for October are   
 due on the 3rd Tuesday of this month     
      (September 17th ) at 9:00 AM.   
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The various groups sponsored 
by the Spiritual Life Committee 
help us to reflect on and grow in 
our spiritual life as well as foster 
closer ties between us.  The 
committee consists of Shari An-
derson, Donna Ellis Cornell, 
Barbara Freeman, Karen Klein, 
Becky Leefers, Carolyn Lucas, 
Don Ricks, Katie Riley, and  

 Angie Wilson.  
 

 Please feel free to contact any 
of us with questions you might 
have or with your ideas for oth-
er groups or events that we 
might sponsor. 
 

Coffee With  
Jesus  

 

  (Exploring our Questions    
   about Faith, Life and  
   Spirituality) 
 

  We will begin meeting again on 
Sunday, September 15.  We  
usually meet in the Library, 
after worship, on the third 
Sunday of each month.   

 

  Carolyn Lucas will facilitate this 
discussion group.  Two books 
have been suggested as re-
sources for this group:  Dancing 
Standing Still by Richard Rohr 
and Braving the Wilderness by 
Brené Brown.  We will attempt 
to learn to face the issues of 

the world with love and vulner-
ability.  Come join us as we 
continue on this faith-journey 
together,  committing our-
selves to be people of love. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Men’s Group will contin-
ue to meet regularly this year 
for breakfasts, barbecues, 
and fishing trips up north. 
Dave Vietti will once more 
serve as the facilitator, and 
he’ll gladly let anyone who’s 
interested know of the events 
as they’re being planned. You 
can contact him at 339-5731 
or at vietti@msu.edu to be 
included on the email list or to 
ask any questions. 

 Sermon Preview 

      Wednesdays    
         8:00 a.m. 

          in Fellowship Hall 
 

      Beginning September 4 
  

This is an informal Bible con-
versation group led by Pastor 
Betsy.  See her article for more 
information. 

        Grief Recovery Group 
 
       Informational Meeting 
   Thurs., Sept. 19 at 6:00 pm    
           in the Sanctuary 
         
Pastor Betsy will offer an 8-
week Grief Recovery Group 
starting the first week in Octo-
ber.    
 

Come to the information meet-
ing to see if it’s something 
you’re interested in. 

 

 

 

 
 

        What We [think we]  
          Believe - 
 

   cracking open tenets of      
   our faith:   
 
This monthly class, lead by 
Pastor Betsy, will explore 
some major themes of Chris-
tianity from various view-
points.  

Questions, challenges and 
lively discussion welcome!  

Our first class is Sunday, 
September 22, 5-6:30 p.m. 
as we investigate Our 
[un]Changing God.  

See you then!     

 
 
 

 

Knitters, Crocheters, and   
Wannabes 

 

      The next meeting, is  
   Sunday, September 8th,  
             at 11:15 am  
         in the Library. 
 

      Hope to see you there! 

    HCC’s mailing    
    address is: 
 

                PO Box 217 
Haslett,  MI 48840 
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Social Committee Looking 
Ahead 

       

Chicken BBQ     -   September 8th 
 Noon at HCC 

Ski Trip Meeting - November 3rd 
 right after worship 

Thanksgiving  
Dinner                -   November 17th at Noon 

Hanging of the 
Greens               -   December 1st at  4:00 pm 
 

HCC Ski Trip      -   January 3rd-5th, 2020 

Social Committee  
is here to guide and 
encourage others to 
create Pick-a-Party 
events that can be held 
from now until the end of December.   
So gather your ideas, fill out a Pick-A-Party 
form from the wall by the office, and turn it 
in to Karla Hiller or the church office. We 
will then contact you with more details on 
how to proceed.  
 

For those new to the Pick-a-Party concept, 
it is where members of the congregation 
share their talents, interests and/or experi-
ences with anyone else who is interested.  
 

The host chooses the time, location, and 
whether there is a cost, and then hosts the 
event.  
 

Examples of Pick-A-Party events enjoyed in 
the past include: Sing-alongs with Barbara 
Freeman at the piano, blacksmithing, gin-
gerbread house decorating, bike rides, talks 
about Beaver Island, Ireland, and India, su-
shi making, beeswax candle making, tea 
parties, wine tasting, Beads of Courage, 
and many more.  
 

Thoughts of possible new events include: 
Murder Mystery dinner, Painting With A 
Twist, Christmas caroling, escape room, 
game night, etc.   
 

Fill out a Pick-A-Party form to be a host and 
share what you love with others! 

  

 

 

 

 

 Katie and Kirk Riley invite 
 you to attend a bird watching 
 Pick-A-Party at Shiawassee 
 National Wildlife Refuge  
 on Saturday, September 28.  
 

 Patrick Doran will help guide 
us on the trip, along with several experienced 
birders right here in our own nest.   
 

It’s an hour drive from Haslett, and we’d like 
to be there by 8 AM on that Saturday to see a 
variety of birds. There will be both driving and 
walking tours.  
 
Please look for the sign-up sheet in Friend-
ship Hall.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This year we are celebrating the 50th year 
of the CROP Hunger Walk in the USA! 
 

It is time to get on your walking shoes on and 
gear up for the 2019 CROP Hunger Walk.  It 
will happen on Sunday, October 13 this year at 
Grace United Methodist Church in Lansing. 
Mark your calendar, it will be here before you 
know it! 
  

We rejoice in the longevity of this mission and 
that we are marking the Greater Lansing Crop 
Hunger Walk's 43rd year of serving God’s 
people in need.  
 

Haslett Community Church's service and enthu-
siasm for the 2018 CROP Hunger Walk raised 
more than $11,000 with 25 walkers and rock-
ers. As always, 25% of the donations remained 
in our community to help support local agen-
cies. Please join us on Oct. 13. 

Save the Date 
    

CROP Hunger Walk       
Sunday, October 13 
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 This past summer, on our mission trip in Rockford, IL, we met 
 and were inspired by Miss Carly.  Miss Carly has turned her 
 home into a place of refuge for those who might be homeless 
 and hungry in the city of Rockford.   
  

 Three times a week, Miss  Carly opens her home to anyone to 
 come in for a free, hot, home-cooked meal.  Guests are invited 
 to eat, stay and visit with one another.  Anyone is welcome to 

come in and find relief from the heat or the cold.  In addition, folks know that they can knock on her 
door at any time day or night and receive a bagged lunch and a bottle of water.  Miss Carly’s has 
quickly grown to a place where folks can come for even more than food; they can receive clothes, 
personal care items and much more.  Miss Carly has gone through training to help those who over-
dose as well, and has helped to get many, many people into treatment in just a year.  
 

This summer at VBS our children and volunteers decorated lunch bags for Miss Carly’s.  This simple 
act has potential to bring a smile to the face of someone who might really need it.  Miss Carly grate-
fully received these bags and sent us a note of thanks.  In her note she asked one simple favor- for 
more bags!  They use 500-1000 bags a month!  
 

In August, we learned of an organization in Lansing that has a similar ministry.  Punks With Lunch 
provides food and other necessities to people in need in the Lansing area.  They, too, ask for deco-
rated brown bags!  
 

We are excited to invite you to help us support these two ministries. What if every person who wor-
shipped at Haslett Community Church on a Sunday took the time to deco-
rate or write an encouraging message on one bag before or after worship? 
Bags will be on a table outside of the sanctuary. Decorate it before, during or 
after worship and drop it back on the table before you leave that morning. 
Once a month we will mail bags to Miss Carly’s and to Punks With Lunch!  

Early Fall Food Pantry Campaign 
 

  The Haslett Community Food Pantry has been selected by BOTH  the    
 Okemos and Bath Meijer stores to participate in the Simply Give early 
 fall giving campaign. 
 

 With our Pantry serving over 100 families in July, we are witnessing 
 ever-increasing food insecurity here in Haslett.   

 
The campaign will run in both Meijer stores from now - Saturday, September 28th. 

 
  Meijer will double our gifts in both stores on: 

         Friday, September 13 
 

While other days are not double-matched, they are still extremely welcome as the 
total campaign produces much valuable assistance!!  If you do shop at either Meijer   
store during these dates please consider purchasing one of these cards, and that 
donation will then be converted into a food gift card that the Food Pantry can use to  

 purchase food. 
 

 Meijer has contributed over $50 million in food donations for more than 400 food 
 pantries throughout the Midwest since 2008. 
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Kitchen Donations - Please Save 
for Christmas Giving Project 

 

The Member Caring Committee 
does a thorough cleaning in the 
kitchen twice a year.        
 
Currently, the kitchen is supplied 
with all of the equipment and supplies needed 
for various church activities.   
 

Since there is a limited amount of space for 
the storage of utensils, appliances and 
supplies, we are asking that congregation 
members please do not drop off used 
items at random. 
 

We suggest that, if you have used kitchen 
appliances or other kitchen items that you no 
longer want, please save these items and 
donate them to the Christmas Giving 
“Home Shop” in December.   Household 
items are much appreciated by many of the 
families that come to us at that time seeking 
our help. 
 

If we see any special areas of need in the 
kitchen we will express those needs in the 
newsletter. 
 

Thank you so much, 
Member Caring Committee  

Boxes for Christmas  
Giving Project 
 

 It’s already time to start  
 thinking about Christmas!  
 

 We will need over 500 copy paper-sized  
 boxes (Please no larger than 18” x 12” x 10”). 
 It is helpful if the boxes have a lid or flaps to 
 cover the top.   
 

 Bring the boxes to church any time and place 
 in Fellowship Hall, near the Food Pantry.   
 

 If you have access to boxes at work and 
 need assistance transporting them or have 
 questions, call Rich Baumgartner at 
 (517)339-0438. 

We Need Your Blood 
 

Our next Blood Drive will be on Friday,       
September 20th.  The goal established by the 
Red Cross for our collection has been 40 
units. With the exception of July, we generally 
fall short of this number.  With the influx of col-
lege students in our area to start the new year, 
blood supplies will be increasingly taxed.        

Please encourage your friends and neighbors 
to donate for this vital need. 

The September collection will be in honor of all 
returning students and staff in our area’s 
schools . 

  HCC Safety and Security   

          Team Update  
  

 On behalf of the HCC Safety   
 and Security Committee, I   
 would like to take this oppor-

 tunity to let members of the congregation 
 know to expect some upcoming changes with 
 respect to the HCC Building.   
 

 As you know, the safety and security of our 
 congregation and guests are some of our top 
 priorities at HCC.  To that end, we are letting 
 folks know that, effective October 1, 2019, 
 there will be a sign posted at the North 
 Entrance (by the Food Bank) that will inform 
 individuals that the door will be locked shortly 
 after the Sunday Worship Service starts. 
  

 Announcements will also be made during all 
 of the Sundays in September providing this 
 information to members of the Congregation.   
 

 While HCC strives to be a welcoming place 
 for all, we also need to be vigilant in our ef-
 forts to promote the safety and security of 
 everyone.   

 

 Thank you, 
 

 Stefanie Zin 
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H a s l e t t  C o m m u n i t y  C h u r c h  
 

                       Church Office Hours:         10:00am - 1:00pm, M-F     Phone:  517-339-8383      
 

                          www.haslettcommunitychurch.org Email:  hcc1@att.net 
 

 

         Pastor:  Rev. Betsy Aho          aho.betsy@att.net   
   Minister for Youth & Children:  Rev. Erin Heisler         erin.heisler@att.net  
                              Office Manager: Michele Booher           hcc1@att.net 
   Choral Director: Judy Connelly                 judyleeconly@earthlink.net  
             Organist/Pianist: Barbara Freeman         bff7@comcast.net 

 

Worship and Church School, Sundays at 10:00 a. m. 

September 2019 
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