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“United in Spirit and inspired by God’s grace, we wel-
come all, love all, and seek justice for all.” - Mission 
Statement of The United Church of Christ  
 

  Dear Haslett Community Church, 
 

  Because my household is tied to the school  
calendar, with both 1) a spouse who is a teacher 

and 2) a son in high school, I often convince myself that the 
end of the school year means that life will generally be less 
busy.  But, “less busy” isn’t really how I would describe sum-
mer. It isn’t really less busy… it is just less structured. Still a lot 
to do, learn, explore, and participate in. Just with less regulari-
ty, rhythm, or predictability. Chaos or freedom? It’s a fine line. 
 

The same is true of our church. The summer is full of opportu-
nities to learn, share, have fun, worship, grow, and explore, 
but it isn’t quite as routine as the rest of the year. You will see 
that throughout this edition of HCC Connections, so please 
take some time to read through it, and see what catches your 
eye!  There are new and different opportunities all around us.  
From the Summer Concert Series to Art Film conversations to 
the Mission Trip, to All-Church Camping to Outdoor Worship, 
to Vacation Bible School and more, I hope you find something 
that feeds your spirit and invites your sense of wonder. 
 

We go a bit off the beaten path in worship, too.  The Narrative 
Lectionary (a four-year cycle of scheduled scripture readings 
for each Sunday) begins with Genesis/Creation Stories in  
September and ends with Pentecost in late spring (May 28 
this year). Which gives us creative freedom in the summer. At 
the end of the month, Erin and I are traveling to Indianapolis 
for a portion of General Synod, the national gathering of the 
United Church of Christ that takes place biennially (every 2 
years).  Leading up to the event, our preaching series will fo-
cus on various aspects of the United Church of Christ (UCC).  
We will incorporate scripture, song, and creative elements as 
we learn about our denomination’s mission, vision, history, tra-
jectory, beliefs, and more.  For some, the UCC may be an im-
portant part of why HCC is your church, for others, it may not 
be. There is no right or wrong way to be, but we can still all 
learn together, and I hope you will be part of it. May summer, 
the sometimes-chaotic summer, also bring a sense of Holy 
wonder!! 
 

Yours in the Journey,  
 
 
 

Pastor Betsy 

 

Phone:   517.339.8383 x11    
Cell:       517.282.7443 
Email:    aho.betsy@att.net 

We worship together each  
Sunday at 10 AM. 

 

Services are in person with a live-
stream option on our website: 
(haslettcommunitychurch.org) and  
 

YouTube channel 
(youtube.com/HaslettCommunityChurch) 
 

Consider following us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/haslettcommunitychurch)  
for activity photos, up-to-the-minute up-
dates and reminders, and more! 

https://www.haslettcommunitychurch.org/
https://www.haslettcommunitychurch.org/
https://www.youtube.com/haslettcommunitychurch
https://www.facebook.com/HaslettCommunityChurch/
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Summer Concert Series 
2023!!  

Thursdays, 7-8 pm 
June 15 – July 20 

Free for everyone!  
 

Back for a third summer!  
Bring along a chair, your 
favorite beverage and snack, and come relax on 
the front lawn of the church while enjoying great 
music in a friendly atmosphere!   

These concerts are growing in popularity, and are 
enjoyed by HCC regulars, and the greater commu-
nity!  We can’t wait to see you!   

Here is the June line-up:

June 15: Nashville 
Night!  Food truck, line-
dancing, lawn games and 
more; let’s all help set the 
tone for a great youth 
Mission Trip with  
a fun night celebrating  

 Music City, USA! 
June 22: TBA 

June 29: Ellis & M.E. – this trio performs their 
eclectic acoustic blend of well-loved covers and 
originals all over the state.  With guitar, fiddle, man-
dolin and vocals, Ellis & M.E. will not disappoint! 

 

Introducing:  Landon Black, Choral Conductor  
    Intern 

We are thrilled to welcome Landon Black into the 
HCC community, where, beginning this fall, he will 
be our first Choral Conductor Intern!  This new po-
sition comes from a restructuring of HCC’s Music 
Ministry since Judy Connelly’s retirement in August 
2022. Barbara Freeman will remain in the role of 
Church Musician, and Landon will conduct the 
HCC Choir for most rehearsals and worship ser-
vices throughout the school year. You may have 
noticed Landon as our Guest Conductor for two of 
the Anthems during worship for Judy’s Joyous Jubi-
lee on May 21, and we are so glad that this highly 
recommended and talented musician will return in 
September in an environment of teaching, learning, 
and mutual support with Haslett Community 
Church. Barbara and the HCC Choir are already 
singing his praises!  

Landon Black is a third year Vocal Performance 
and Music Education double major at Michigan 
State University. He loves to sing but also has ex-
perience playing many different instruments, includ-
ing drums, piano, bass guitar, and acoustic guitar. 
Performance experience includes singing at events 
such as commencement ceremonies, singing the 
national anthem for various sporting events, and 
participating in MSU Opera theater in shows 
like; Falstaff, L’enfant et les sortilèges, and La finta 
giardiniera. Some teaching experience includes
teaching pieces for the MSU Men’s glee (now  

known as Spartan Glee), and mini lessons with 
some high schools in the greater Lansing area. 
When he graduates from MSU, Landon’s goal is to 
become a high school choir director to teach the 
next generation of music educators. 

 

Choir’s last Sunday in worship before Summer break is June 4. Enjoy special  
music over the summer, and if you’d like to contribute your talents, please be in touch 
with Barbara:  (517-881-9976, text is best). Choir will return in September, and you 
are welcome to join us when we do! 

(Back to Top)
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(Back to Top)

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0d4baca828a4f58-summer#/
https://form.jotform.com/221946722139156
https://form.jotform.com/221946722139156
https://form.jotform.com/221946722139156
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/8HGP175FNZ3U?ref_=wl_share
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Our Church Family 

Thanks to these individuals who 
have recently served the church in 
special ways: 

 To Kelly Hammerle for heading up the Taco Sale!
All the other helpers too: Nate Sestak, Kelly & Josh
Schaefer, Sue Fisher, Sally Heisler, Saundra Por-
ter, Lisa Walraven, Kate & Brian Quinn, Julie
VanAcker, Kevin Hatch, and Steve Decker.

 To Stefanie Zin who continues to spend every Sun-
day that there is Sunday school downstairs with
our kids in Sunday school!

 To our nursery teams who worked on a rotating
schedule for this entire school year: Rachel Bull-
ock, Carolyn Solomon, Sally Heisler, Kelly Ham-
merle, Katie Riley and Heather Dykstra.

 To Skyler Larkin, Morgan Fisher & Riley Wheeler
for subbing in the nursery this month.

 To all of the youth families who helped support our
youth ministry this year by driving and chaperoning
for events, volunteering as our upstairs security
each Sunday during youth group, or providing
snacks for middle school youth group or dinner for
high school youth group every week.

 To Social Committee and friends for Breakfast in
April.

 To Malinda Barr for donating the beautiful new
candle holder for the Communion Table.

 To Green Team and all those who contributed
to the Native Plant Pollinator Garden, and the
dedication on April 30.

 To Rachael Bullock for designing the new
visitors form.

 To Sally Heisler for organizing the hospitality
armoire in Friendship Hall.

 To the Loaves and Fishes team for June:
Carol Cramer, Heidi Dalton, Barb Szkotnicki,
Joanne Ricks, & Paula Fry.

 To Judy’s Joyous Jubilee Planning team:
Becky Leefers, Larry Leefers, Monique Jost,
Barbara Freeman, Joyce Bischoff, Kirk Riley,
Carol Reid, Bill Copland, Mike Eberlein, Saun-
dra Porter, and Erin Heisler.

 To Dave Ferguson for photographing Judy’s
Joyous Jubilee!

 To the Members and friends of the Member
Caring Committee for the food purchase, prep,
and serving, and the flowers and the cleanup
for Judy’s Joyous Jubilee meal on May 21:
Kelly Flagg, Carol Cramer, Betty Robinson,
Nancy White, Joanne Ricks, Carolyn Solomon,
Nancy Ferguson, Ruth Linnemann, Stephanie
Bollman, Barb Decker, Heidi Dalton, Menetta
Kass, Holly Higgins, Lucretia Hildabridle, Jean
McIntyre, Liz Newport, Rachel Bullock, Zsu- 
zsanna Mahon, Sally Garrod, Judy Peterson,
Pam Maxwell, Dan Reid, Carol Reid, Don
Flagg, and Stefanie Zin.

  Dennis “Denny”  Stolz 

  September 12, 1933 -  
  May 25, 2023 

 Memorial Service will be held on 
 Friday, June 2, at HCC: 

 Visitation 10 am 
 Service    11 am 
 Luncheon to follow at a separate location 

(Back to Top)

https://www.lansingstatejournal.com/obituaries/lsj087416
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Social Committee is here to guide and encourage us to stay connected.  The mem-
bers of the Social Committee keep our minds a-brewing with ideas for creative ways 
to bring us together.  Many of these events are weather dependent.  Please keep a 
lookout for fun events we are trying to bring your way.  We are looking forward to 
spending time with you!   

Call or text Kim Carnes at (517) 331-3586 if you’d like to be involved, or have ideas.  We usually 
meet at 7:30pm on the 2nd Monday of each month.  NEXT MEETING:  Monday, June 5, @ 7:30pm 
in HCC’s Friendship Hall      

 

HCC Camping 

Our annual HCC 
camping trip is 
scheduled for  
August 10-13, 
2023 at Pioneer 
County Park near 
Muskegon.  We have 15 camp sites reserved 
and the cost for three nights is $110.00.  
Mark your calendars!  

If interested, 
sign up HERE 
or on the wall 
outside the 
church office.   

Contact Kim 
Carnes with 
questions. 

Social Committee  June 5, 7:30 pm 
Meets  Friendship Hall 

Sundae Sunday  June 25 
 HCC, after Worship

All HCC Camping August 10-13,  
Pioneer County      

 Park - Muskegon

Chicken BBQ    September 10,  
  Noon, HCC

Bonfire and Music October 

Thanksgiving Dinner November 12,  
Noon,  HCC  

 

   Sundae Sunday -  
    June 25th! 

Don’t miss out on our  
special day of having  
Ice Cream Sundaes after 
worship service. 

On June 25, right after 
worship, we will be cele-
brating with the all  
Mission Trippers on their 

return from their 2023 Mission Trip to Nash-
ville, TN.  It will be Mission Trip Sunday when 
they share their stories of the week and we 
will offer up ice cream  from the MSU Dairy 
Store with all the sundae 
toppings!    

No sign up and there is no 
cost.  Just come and enjoy! 
Mmmm…. 

(Back to Top)

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080945acae29aaf85-hcccamping1
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Spiritual Life’s members, Don Flagg, Cambria Decker-Larkin, Carolyn Lucas, Katie 
Riley, Jenn Tafel, Kris Belonge, and Jon Lineberry meet each month to envision ways 
of carrying out our three-part mission: supporting our clergy and staff in liturgical ac-
tivities, creating and enhancing individual spiritual growth opportunities, and facilitat-
ing spiritual connections among our community. Our committee expresses apprecia- 

tion for the hard work of our pastor and staff for the many details attended to (e.g., implementation of 
new nametags, and many other details) as well as overall planning and direction of our worship and pro-
gramming!  Anyone interested in our group’s activities, please contact current chair, Carolyn Lucas. 

Plans in the Works: 
 We will be meeting Sunday, June 4, 1-4pm in the church Library to deepen our relationships as

a team and to determine our focus and plans for the coming year.  Anyone interested in joining us
is welcome.  If you plan to come, please contact Carolyn Lucas or Cambria Decker-Larkin for fur-
ther information.

 Outdoor Worship in the Park will take place Sunday, August 20, 2023.

We usually meet on the third Tuesday or Thursday each month. Our retreat is Sunday, June 4, 1-4 pm 
in the Library.  Our next regular meeting will be Tuesday, July 25, @ 7:15 pm.  If you would like to 
attend, please send your request to Carolyn Lucas at csrlucas@aol.com or text her at 517.881.4241. 

Men’s Group continues to 
meet regularly in different 
ways, including online 
Zoom meetings on most  

Saturday mornings at 9:00am (see info below).  
 

  ** On Saturday, June 3, we will be  
meeting in-person for breakfast at Blondie’s 
Restaurant in Haslett, at 9am.       

Please contact Dave Vietti if you’re interested in 
connecting with this group:      517-339-5731     

  vietti@msu.edu 
 

Zoom Meeting ID:  416 360 920 
Passcode:              48840
Call In** 301.715.8592 

Coffee With   
     Jesus  
is a group 
sponsored by 
the Spiritual  

Life Committee to help us reflect on and 
grow in our spiritual life, as well as foster 
closer ties between us.  We continue with a 
focus on our journey of prayer and support 
for the journey in a difficult world. 

We usually meet on the third Sunday each 
month, after worship in Mary & Martha’s 
room (next to Youth room downstairs).  

Our next Meeting will be:  
Sunday, June 18, at 11:15 am. 

 

Food Pantry Participation! 

Beginning this summer, the Mary L. Nelson Memorial Food Pantry at HCC will invite donations of spe-
cific items each month that can be used throughout the year.  Most months, the request will be for 
non-food items, but we are starting with some food products that clients request frequently but are 
hard to find in bulk right now.   
 

Throughout June, the Food Pantry is Requesting: 
Canned Corn 
Canned Fruit (all varieties) 

You can bring your donations to church on Sunday mornings – there will be a cart near the sanctuary.  
If you bring your donation during the week, you can use the wooden box by the Food Pantry on the 
north end of Friendship Hall. 

Next month: small packs of child and adult toothbrushes (packs of no more than 4 toothbrushes, 
please!)  

(Back to Top)
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Safety Team meets next: 
Tuesday, June 27, at 7pm 
in Fellowship Hall. 
 

Please contact Sally Heisler for 
details about this group:  517-230-4043 or  

          sally.m.heisler@gmail.com 

  

Church Council meets on the  
second Tuesday of most months.  

Our next meeting will be:  
 

  Tues., June 13, at 7:15 pm 
 
 

If you would like to join us, please be in 
touch with Michele, Office Manager, for  
details:  hcc1@att.net or 517-339-8383. 

Knitters, Crocheters, &  
  Wannabees 

Our Next Meeting will be  
Sunday, June 11, at 11:15am 
after worship, in the Library. 

  HCC Green Team usually   
  meets the 2nd Monday  
  each month, but in June we will  
  be meeting on the 4th Monday  
  Instead, and in person.  Our  
  next meeting will be:  

  Mon., June 26, at 7pm, in Fellowship Hall. 

Happy Heart Schedule for June 2023

  HCC Property Committee  
  usually meets the 2nd  
  Monday each month.   
  Our  next meeting will be:  
  Mon., June 12, at 7pm, via   
                                     Zoom 

(Back to Top)
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If you have been visiting, are new to 
our church, or would like to explore 
becoming a member, Inquirer’s Class 
is for you!  

Our next Inquirer’s Class is Sunday, 
June 4, at 11:15 am in the Sanctuary 
with Pastor Betsy.   

Questions?   
Ask Betsy: 517.339.8383 x11  or 
aho.betsy@att.net 

An Evening of Art Films & Conversation with Erik Ferguson 

Sunday, June 11, 6:00 p.m. on Zoom 

Together we will watch two short art films and engage in conversation with 
one of the directors, performers, and founders of Wobbly Dance!   

Erik Ferguson and Yulia Arakelyan formed Wobbly Dance more than 15 years ago as an interrogation 
on the meaning of dance, and performance in the context of the disabled body, being human and seek-
ing spirit in its many forms. Characterized by lush, immersive, and fantastical natural environments, their 
work, both live and in film is challenging, beautiful and full of questions. 

Their first film, Waking the Green Sound, a Dance Film 
for the Trees features Wobbly Dance with guest artist 
Grant Miller. A wordless fable of sorts, the film follows 
three characters across three landscapes through ex-
tremes of anguish, joy, and curiosity, painting a name-
less myth about some visceral quest for meaning that is 
felt more than spoken. 

Their second film, Tidal, explores a story book 
ocean scene this time, two partners don their 
CPAP masks like scuba divers falling back-
ward into a dream of water, breath, mystery, 
and of course, Love. 

Erik Ferguson resides in Portland, OR, so this 
event will take place exclusively on Zoom.  

Join us by CLICKING HERE or use:    Meeting ID: 860 7509 8665 
 Passcode: 48840 

This program is expected to last about 90 minutes. 

(Back to Top)

https://www.wobblydance.com/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86075098665?pwd=N09vellGUldvK1J3WUFTcnRvellaZz09#success
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HCC Generosity 

Thank you for continuing to 
support Haslett Community 
Church as you are able. We 
are still The Church with a mis-
sion and a staff, and we re-
ceive your gifts with gratitude.  

There are several options to 
make giving more convenient:  

1. You can mail checks, which are accounted for
weekly.

2. You can also PayPal us at:
HCCgenerosity@gmail.com.

3. Online Giving, Text Giving, and Giving via
Mobile App are all available to help make your
support of HCC even easier!  Visit
www.haslettcommunitychurch.org/giving for
more information, or use the QR code above
to access our Giving page.

Online Giving - is available through our rela-
tionship with easyTitheTM and is accessible
through our website.

Mobile Giving - utilizes the easyTitheTM Giving
App which you can download from The App
Store or Google Play.

Text Giving - Just text GIVE to our secure giv-
ing number: 517-200-3995

Thank you for your generosity & support!   

  Church Office Hours 

Have some church business 
you’d like to take care of in 
person?  Have a question 
that’s easier face-to-face?   

  Just want to say hello?   
    Stop by for office hours!  

The church office is open for On-site 
Office Hours Tuesday & Thursday  

   10:30am - 1:00pm. 

Pastor Betsy is usually in the office  
Tuesday - Friday.  You can make an  
appointment or swing by during her 
drop-in office hours on Wednesdays, 

   11:30am - 1:00pm.   

We love to see you, so please stop by! 

Your staff continues to be available to serve 
you by email and phone outside these on-site 
hours as well. 

Over the past 92 drives at HCC the following blood has been donated: 

3,873 units of blood by 4173 donors 

The following units have been collected recently:   

November 2022   36 units 
January 2023  38 units 
March 2023  38 units 
April 2023  37 units 

Thank you for your donations!  Your gifts save lives! 

The next Red Cross Blood Drive at HCC will be: 

Friday, July 21 
Noon - 6pm 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

Information you’d like included in  
the July 2023 Newsletter is due to   
   Michele no later than June 20,      
    (the 3rd Tuesday of this month)  

   Please send to:   hcc1@att.net 

(Back to Top)

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/easytithe/id877816105
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/easytithe/id877816105
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.easytithe.givingapp&pcampaignid=MKT-AC-global-none-all-co-pr-py-PartBadges-Oct1515-1&utm_campaign=PartBadge&utm_content=Mar2515&utm_medium=prtnr&utm_source=global_co
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What’s Happening at HCC in April 
 
 

What’s Happening no longer shows individual committee meetings.  Instead, you can find specific com-
mittee meeting information on pages 6, 7, & 8 of this newsletter and HERE.  Please remember to check 
with Michele in the office to coordinate building and grounds space use for your group (hcc1@att.net or 
517.339.8383).  

WEEKLY 

Worship Service   (cover)                                                               
Sundays, 10:00am                             *Senior Sunday,

Mission Trip /Sundae Sunday 
Sanctuary, parking lot via 88.7 FM,  YouTube 

Sunday School     (p3)                                                           
Sundays, during worship, Downstairs  

Coffee Fellowship      
Sundays, after worship*, Friendship Hall  
*No Coffee Fellowship June 25 - Sundae Sunday

Onsite Office Hours    (p10) 
Tuesdays & Thursdays, 10:30am-1:00pm 
HCC Office 

Pastor Betsy’s Drop-In Office Hours             (p10) 
Wednesdays, 11:30am-1:00pm 
(She is also available by appointment Tue-Fri) 
HCC Office 

Summer Concert Series          (p2) 
Thursdays June 15 thru July 20, 7:00-8:00pm 
Outdoors at HCC 

Men’s Group   (p7) 
Saturdays, 9:00am  
Zoom  (except June 3 - in-person @ Blondie’s) 

 

ONCE THIS MONTH 

Denny Stolz Memorial      (p5) 
Friday, June 2, 11:00am, (Visitation 10am) 
Friendship Hall, Sanctuary 

Open House (Farrell family) 
Setup, Friday, June 2, 7pm 
Event, Saturday, June 3, all day ‘til 5pm 
Fellowship Hall, Kitchen, Sanctuary 

Men’s Breakfast    (p7) 
Saturday, June 3, 9:00am  
Blondie’s 

Inquirer’s Class   (p9)        
Sunday, June 4, 11:15am 
Sanctuary 

Spiritual Life Retreat    (p7)   
Sunday, June 4, 1-4pm 
Library 

Staff Meeting 
Tuesday, June 6, 9:45am  
Fellowship Hall 

Knitters, Crocheters, etc.          (p8)     
Sunday, June 11, 11:15am 
Library 

Art Films & Conversation    (p9)   
Sunday, June 11, 6:00-8:00pm 
Zoom 

YOUTH Mission Trip Attendee Mtng1(p4) 
Monday, June 12, 7:00-8:30pm 
Youth Room 

Church Council Meets    (p8) 
Tuesday, June 13, 7:15pm 
Fellowship Hall & Zoom

YOUTH Mission Trip         (p4) 
Saturday, June 17 thru Saturday, June 24 
Nashville, TN 

Coffee With Jesus Meets          (p7) 
Sunday, June 18, 11:15am 
Mary & Martha’s room (downstairs) 

Newsletter Items Due  (p10)               YOUTH Mission Trip Attendee Mtng2(p4)
 Wednesday, June 14, 7:00-8:30pm 
Youth Room 

Tuesday, June 20, 10:00am 
Email to hcc1@att.net 

Mission Trip Sunday & Sundae Sunday       (p6)                  
Sun., June 25, Mission Trippers help lead worship, 
Ice Cream Sundaes after worship 

(Back to Top)

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5b214b3350a54fa94baf75ce/t/63dae82263c8fe61e904dda5/1675290658695/CommitteeTeamScheduleWithCouncilReps_Jan2023.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/haslettcommunitychurch
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HASLETT COMMUNITY CHURCH 
PO Box 217 
1427 Haslett Road 
Haslett, Michigan 48840-0217 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

H C C  C o n n e c t i o n s  

 

H a s l e t t  C o m m u n i t y  C h u r c h

Office Hours:  Tue. & Thu., 10:30am - 1:00pm  (HCC Office) 
    Wed., 11:30am - 1:00pm  (Betsy Office Hours)   

Email:  hcc1@att.net         Phone:  517-339-8383 
        www.haslettcommunitychurch.org 

Pastor: Rev. Betsy Aho   aho.betsy@att.net   
Minister for Youth & Children: Rev. Erin Heisler  erin.heisler@att.net  

Office Manager: Michele Booher   hcc1@att.net 
    Church Musician: Barbara Freeman  bff7@comcast.net 

3 Ways to Worship Sundays at 10:00 am: In the sanctuary <> Via 88.7 FM <> YouTube  

June 2023 

A digital version of HCC Connections, with working links, can be found at: haslettcommunitychurch.org 

(Back to Top)

https://www.haslettcommunitychurch.org/
https://www.youtube.com/haslettcommunitychurch

