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“Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and 
 Salome got out as fast as they could, beside them- 
 selves, their heads swimming. Stunned, they said  
 nothing to anyone.” - Mark 16:8, The original ending 
 to Mark’s Gospel  

The original ending to the Gospel of Mark is my 
favorite.  

But it shouldn’t be. 

It is certainly not an ending that … um … ends?  It stands alone in 
that.    

Matthew’s Gospel ends with the disciples encountering the resur-
rected Jesus and being given the Great Commission (“Go and 
make disciples of all nations…”), John’s Gospel tells of many en-
counters and conversations between the resurrected Christ and 
various disciples, including not just Mary Magdalene but also 
“Doubting Thomas,” Peter, and more.  And the writer of Luke’s 
Gospel tells of the Ascension of Jesus and then kept on writing, as 
the Book of Acts is the same author, a continuation of Luke.  

All the other Gospels have more to say about what happens after 
the tomb is found empty, and are certainly tidier and more respect-
able endings than Mark is, where they just went away and didn’t 
say anything (at least not right away?).  

But the original ending of Mark’s Gospel is still my favorite. In fact, 
it is such an abrupt end that as time went on, more complete end-
ings were added. And, of course there is debate as to whether 
those later editions should be included or not, so the compromise 
is that our Bibles show the “shorter” and “longer” added endings in 
brackets after the original, uncomfortable, unfinished ending. 

But, I’ll stick with the original ending, thank you very much.  Why? 

Because it is an invitation, a mystery and a choose-your-own-
adventure all rolled into one.  It is messy and unpredictable and 
leaves me with all sorts of questions and hope and wonder and 
anticipation. Just like life. Just like a life of faith. By the time we get 
to the part where the women leave the empty tomb stunned and 
silent, we are cheering for them to say something, to celebrate the 
miracle, to tell others about the goodness of what they have expe-
rienced after so much pain of the days leading up to discovering 
the tomb empty. 

Are we willing to walk through the darkest moments of Jesus’ last days during Holy Week? And what will we 
choose what we do with the glorious mystery of the resurrection? You are invited into all of it, exactly as you 
are.  

Yours In the Journey, 

Pastor Betsy 

Phone:   517.339.8383 x11 
Cell:       517.282.7443 
Email:    aho.betsy@att.net 

https://www.haslettcommunitychurch.org/
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LENT, 2024 
Lent began on February 14, with Ash Wednesday, and 
concludes with Easter Sunday on March 31.  You are 
invited to participate in our Lenten offerings as you are 
able and interested. Please know that irregular attendance 
is fine – lives are busy. Come as you are, come when you 
can.  

Worship Services for Lent  & Holy Week 2024 

Services are in person with a livestream option, with the exception of Maundy Thursday and Easter 
Sunrise, which are in person only.  

Mar.   3, 10 a.m. -  Mark 12: 1-12; Parable of the Tenants  

Mar. 10, 10 a.m.  -  Mark 12: 28-44; The great commandment and the widow’s offering 

Mar. 17, 10 a.m. -  Mark 13: 1-8, 24-37; Jesus foretells of the end of the age  

Mar. 24, 10 a.m. -  Mark 11: 1-11; Palm Sunday with palms for all and Palm Parade for Children 
   as we celebrate Jesus’ triumphal return to Jerusalem! 

Mar. 28,   7 p.m.  -  Mark 14: 22-42; Maundy Thursday is a Communion-focused service as we 
   remember Christ’s Last Supper and his prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane 

Mar. 29,   7 p.m. -  Mark 15: 16-41; Good Friday honors Jesus’ sacrifice by remembering the 
   crucifixion and the work of the cross 

Mar. 31 - Mark 16: 1-8; Easter Sunday! We celebrate the resurrection of Jesus and all
that it means!

7:30 a.m. -  Easter Sunrise Service; begins outside around a fire and concludes indoors 
 with lighting candles and Holy Communion 

 10:00 a.m. - Traditional Easter Service with Choir and brass! 

(Back to Top)
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“The grace of God 
means something 
like: Here is your life. 
You might never 
have been, but you 
are because the  
party wouldn't have 
been complete with-
out you. Here is the 
world. Beautiful and 
terrible things will 
happen. Don't be 
afraid. I am with you. 
Nothing can ever 
separate us. It's for 
you I created the  
universe. I love you.” – Frederick Buechner 

Using Frederick Buechner’s well worn words as a springboard, we will engage with other writings, with 
scripture, with prompts, and with questions.  We will learn from reflection and learn from each other 
while engaging with rich content that invites us to consider all that this Holy season has to offer.  There 
will be an option to receive daily Lenten devotionals from Duke Divinity professor and author, Kate Bow-
ler, and more.  Join us when you can!   

Class is in person with a Zoom option.    
For Zoom, USE THIS LINK  or enter meeting ID:  841 6543 6911 and Passcode: 48840 

   Easter Flowers 
 Spring flowers add to the beauty of our sanctuary on 

Easter. We are asking for your help to purchase at least 50, 6-inch foiled pots of 
blooming plants (daffodils & tulips are $12 each, and single stem white lilies are 
$16 each).  Please place your order by Sunday, March 24, 2024.  Thank you! 

Beginning March 1, you can order on our website under News & Events, Easter 
Flowers Order (HERE) or by using your phone camera to scan the QR code at 
the right. Otherwise, you can order by attaching cash or check to this form (also 
found in your March bulletins) and return it to the church office by Sunday, 
March 24. Thank you! 

Your name:   ______________________________________________ 

In honor of:    ___________________________________ (relationship) __________________ 

In memory of: ___________________________________ (relationship) __________________ 

Plant type preferred: Yellow daffodils    ($12 ea.)    Number of plants  ______ 

Spring color tulips ($12 ea.)    Number of plants  ______ 

White lilies            ($16 ea.)    Number of plants  ______ 

Total number of daffodils or tulips @ $12 ea. _______ 
Total number of lilies @ $16 each       _______  

  Amount enclosed: $ _______   cash __  check__ 

Your plant may be taken home following the 10:00 a.m. worship service on Easter Sunday, March 31. 

  _____ I will pick up my plant(s). 

  _____ Please donate my plant(s) to our homebound members and friends. 

(Back to Top)

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84165436911?pwd=YnJKTE9BL3lkZE8rKzNLY3lhTXBpdz09#success
https://app.easytithe.com/App/Form/d12d8f76-a237-4bbd-836e-edcf053dbb2a
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(Back to Top)

mailto:hcc1@att.net


Page 5 

H C C  C o n n e c t i o n s March 2024

(Back to Top)



Page 6 

H C C  C o n n e c t i o n s March 2024

Our Church Family 

Thanks to these individuals who 
have recently served the church in 
special ways: 

• To all the parents who have brought snacks and
dinner to youth group as well as serving as security
during youth groups each week (especially those
who jump in and serve when they see a day that
there are openings) - both Cindy and Brett Meteyer,
and Sally Heisler helped in “last minute” scenarios
in January.

• To all who helped with and participated in the
Connect & Reflect Retreat and the Lip Sync/
Karaoke Battle on Saturday, February 10.
(See Pg. 11)

• To the Loaves and Fishes team for March:
Barb Szkotnicki, Nancy White, Joanne Ricks,
Carol Cramer, and Paula Fry.

Hello Friends, 

Here we are midway 
(almost) through Lent, which ends with Palm 
Sunday, March 24, and the beginning of Holy 
Week. We will be observing Maundy Thurs-
day March 28, and Good Friday March 29, 
both at 7pm.  There will be special choral  
music for these services.  For Easter, the 
choir is preparing a new anthem — moving 
and beautiful — to celebrate that special 
morning.  

Come join your HCC family for these wonder-
ful Holy Week and Easter traditions! 

~ Barbara Freeman (517.881.9976) 

 Choir rehearses Wednesdays at 7pm. 

       March 2024’s 
   “Safety Snippet” 

This month, Safety Team is 
moving forward with plans for 
achieving some of our 2024  

Goals/Objectives.  To that end, the Team will be 
meeting with Pastor Betsy at our next regularly 
scheduled meeting (Tuesday, March 5, at 7:00 
pm), to seek Pastoral input into the development and 
implementation of a “Trained Observers” Program at 
HCC.   

Should anyone have any ideas about this  
initiative, or any other Safety related projects, please 
don’t hesitate to reach out to us!   

Sally Heisler: sally.m.heisler@gmail.com. 
Don Flagg:    obdon47@icloud.com 
Stefanie Zin: zinst4364@gmail.com   

Thanks for any contributions you might have to 
promote the safety of all members of the HCC  
Congregation! 

 Daylight Saving    
 Time Begins  
 Sunday, March 10.  

 Remember to set your 
 clocks forward 1 hour  
 on Saturday night,  
 March 9. 

     Share the Green  
        on St Patrick’s Day! 

The annual One Great Hour of Sharing 
special offering will be collected on  
March 17, 2024. 

OGHS supports the disaster, refugee, 
and development ministries of the  
United Church of Christ.  

Read more in the insert in your March  
bulletins, or watch a short video HERE. 

(Back to Top)

https://vimeo.com/908755776/9c75be2323?share=copy
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    2024 

Mar. 17: One Great Hour of Sharing 

Mar. 24: Palm Sunday 

Mar. 28: Maundy Thursday 

Mar. 29: Good Friday 

Mar. 31: Easter Sunday!   

7:30 a.m.: Sunrise Service with 
Communion 

10 a.m.: Traditional Easter Service 

Apr. 21: HCC 70
th 

Anniversary 
Celebration! 

May 5: Youth Senior Sunday 

May 19: Pentecost; Communion & 
Joyful Offering  

Jun.   2: Choir Sunday 

Jun. 11-13:  Vacation Bible School 

Jun. 22-29: High School Mission Trip 

Jul. 28-Aug.1:  Middle School Mission Trip 

This is a “living” calendar of special events and once-a-year happenings that involve the whole 
church. It does not list things like regular meetings and weekly programming. Also, additions and 
corrections can be made, and details will be provided as things near.  *If your group is planning 
something you don’t see listed here, please let the office know hcc1@att.net).  

Haslett Community Church, United Church of 
Christ is turning 70!  Let’s celebrate! 
Built Through Love & Work 
A Legacy of Preparing the Way Ahead 

On April 21, 2024, please join Haslett Community 
Church, UCC as we celebrate the love and work 
that has built our community of welcome, faith, and 
care as we look ahead with hope to a future where 
everyone belongs! 

The festivities will include: 

• A celebratory worship service including our
Haslett hymn “Built Through Love and
Work,” a special message from the Michigan Conference of the United Church of Christ, and
acknowledgement of the strong history and past leadership of our church.

• A timeline that stretches throughout the church, marking important events in our becoming the
church we are today, and will continue to become in years ahead.

• Lunch and fellowship for all following worship, so we can continue to celebrate together.

How you can participate in the day: 

• Save the date and plan to attend!

• Bring a side dish or dessert to add to the meal (main course provided).

• Think about important moments that you or your family have experienced at HCC so you can add
a personal touch to our timeline when it is installed.

• Invite anyone with a connection to HCC to join us! Think especially about those with past connec-
tions who may not still be receiving our communication so they know we would love to see them.
If you have an email address for someone, send it to HCC1@att.net and let us know they should
be included in 70th Anniversary communications.  Or send a postcard invite (available soon) to
those who would like to hear through snail mail.

 We will celebrate together on April 21! 

(Back to Top)

mailto:hcc1@att.net
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Happy Heart Schedule for March 2024 

This is a proposed schedule for March 2024. If for 
any reason you are unable to serve, please try 
and find a sub and let Michele in the office know 
who that may be as soon as possible. If you're 
unable to find one, please let her know that soon. 
:)     

Thank you for serving on our Happy Heart Teams! 

The Red Cross has an immediate need for blood donations.  There will be 
a blood drive at HCC:  Friday, March 15,  Noon - 6pm 

• Donation by appointment only (No Walk-In Appointments)

• Please use hand sanitizer on the way in and out of appointment.

Visit www.redcrossblood.org/give, then scroll through the Drives listed in the left panel to find Haslett 
Community Church and an appointment time that wo rks for you. 

(Back to Top)

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?order=DATE&range=10&zipSponsor=48840
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Social Committee is here to guide and encourage us to stay connected.  The mem-
bers of the Social Committee keep our minds a-brewing with ideas for creative ways 
to bring us together.  Many of these events are weather dependent.  Please keep a 
lookout for fun events we are trying to bring your way.  We are looking forward to 
spending time with you!   

Call or text Kim Carnes at (517) 331-3586 if you’d like to be involved, or have ideas.  We 

usually meet at 7:30pm on the 1st Monday of each month.  NEXT MEETING:  Monday, March 4,
2024 @ 7:30pm in HCC’s Friendship Hall. 

Breakfast in April! 

It may not seem like it 
now, but spring is two 
months away!  It will be 
here before you know 
it!  At HCC, that means 
it’s time for Lent, Holy 
Week, Easter, and…  

Breakfast in April!  This annual tradition returns in 
2024 with our Social Committee (and friends) pre-
paring breakfast on three Sunday mornings in 
April: April 7, 14, & 28, starting at 8:30 am,  
before worship.  

Many people come together 
to make this event possible.  
If you’d like to assist with food 
prep, serving, set-up, clean-
up, or you have new ideas for 
the menu; we’d love to have 
you.  

Please contact Kim Carnes 
(517.331.3586) to let us know 
how you’d like to help.  

• Social Committee March 4, 2024 
Meets Friendship Hall 

7:30 PM 

• BINGO Night! March 9, 6:30 pm 

• Breakfast in April April 7, 14, & 28 

• Scavenger Hunt TBD 

• Sunday Sundae June 

• HCC Camping August 

• Thanksgiving Dinner  November 17 

• Hanging of the Greens  November 24

And if anyone has ideas about events we could 
sponsor, please contact Kim Carnes at  

517-331-3586.

      BINGO Night! 

Join us for a night of 
Bingo, fun, laughs, 
and a night of coming 
together.   

Saturday, March 9, 
at 6:30pm.  

Bring yourself, friends, 
and family for this fun 
night.  Sign Up is on 
the Board in Friend-
ship Hall.  

Questions, contact Kim 
Carnes (517-331-3586) if you have questions.  

(Back to Top)



Page 10 

H C C  C o n n e c t i o n s March 2024

 Men’s Group 
continues to meet regularly 
in different ways, including 
online Zoom meetings on 

most Saturday mornings at 9:00am (see info be-
low).  

** On Saturday, March 16, we will be meeting 
for in-person breakfast at: 

Coral Gables 
2838 Grand River Ave, East Lansing 

Please contact Dave Vietti if you’re interested in 
connecting with this group:      517-339-5731    or    
vietti@msu.edu  

Zoom Meeting ID:  416 360 920 
Passcode:   48840
Call In**        301.715.8592 

Coffee With 
     Jesus  

is a group spon-
sored by the 
Spiritual Life  

Committee to help us reflect on and grow in 
our spiritual life, as well as foster closer ties 
between us.  We will be paying attention to 
our experiences with the Bible this year. The 
book, Inspired: Slaying Giants, Walking on 
Water, and Loving the Bible Again by Rachel 
Held Evans, will be our focus.  

We usually meet on the third Sunday each 
month, after worship in Mary & Martha’s 
room (next to Youth room downstairs).   

Our next Meeting will be:  
Sunday, March 17, at 11:15 am. 

The Spiritual Life Committee cooperates with our clergy to empower laity to continue 
building a healthy, Christ-centered, Spiritual Community and respond to the spiritual 
needs of the HCC congregation. Our members are: Kris Belonge, Cambria Decker-
Larkin (chair), Don Flagg, Jon Lineberry, and Carolyn Lucas.  We would love to  
welcome new faces to our committee.  If you are interested, please contact chair,  
Cambria Decker-Larkin. 

Our next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, March 13, @ 1:00 pm in the HCC Library.  If you 
have questions or are interested in learning more about becoming a member of this committee please 
contact Cambria Decker-Larkin at cambriawhitta@gmail.com or 517-505-6442.  

(Back to Top)

tel:+1%20301%20715%208592
mailto:cambriawhitta@gmail.com
https://www.haslettcommunitychurch.org/
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Connect & Reflect a Huge Success!  

The second Annual All Church Retreat was a huge success.  With over 40 people involved, we have 
ourselves a new tradition in the making. Thank you to all who participated in any part of the day and 
to these volunteers who made the day happen: 

• Katie Riley: Host of the Day

• Workshop Leaders: Don Flagg - The Power of Myth,
 Carolyn Lucas - Spiritual Autobiography, 
 Saundra Porter and Kris Belonge - Vision Boards 

• Lynn & Russ Wilson: Prepared dinner for everyone

• Becky Leefers & Jon Lineberry: Leading the Singalong

• Karaoke and Lip Sync Participants: Betsy Aho, Laura Clark-Roumpz, Mike Eberlein,
Barbara Freeman, Erin Heisler, Sally Heisler, Becky Leefers, Ruth Linnemann, and
David Weight

• All Members of the Spiritual Life Committee (Cambria Decker-Larkin, Chair) for their
preparation and leadership!

(Back to Top)
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Safety Team meets next on 
Tues., March 5, at 7pm  
in Friendship Hall. 

Please contact Sally Heisler 
for details about this group:  

517-230-4043 or sally.m.heisler@gmail.com

Church Council meets on the  
second Tuesday of most months. 

   Our next meeting will be:    

   Tues., March 12, at 7:15 pm, 

   in Fellowship Hall.     (with Zoom option). 

Knitters, Crocheters, & 
  Wannabees 

Our Next Meeting will be  
Sunday, March 10,  
at 11:15am, after Worship, in 
the HCC Library. 

HCC Green Team usually meets 
the 2

nd
 Monday each month. Our 

next meeting will be:  

     Monday, March 11,  
at 7pm, in Fellowship Hall 

For more info, you can contact Doug Holem: 

douglasholem@gmail.com 

  HCC Property Committee 
  usually meets the 2

nd
  

  Monday each month.  
  Our next meeting will be:     
  Mon., March 11, at 6pm,  
  in Fellowship Hall. 

Mission Outreach meets next: 

Thurs, March 14, @ 1:30pm 
in Fellowship Hall. 

GREEN TEAM BOOK CLUB!!! 

The Green Team book club will 
meet again on Tue., March 19, 
at 7pm in Fellowship Hall.  

Betty Seagull will make a presen-
tation on Native Plants at HCC. 

If there is time after the presentation, we will be 
starting Not the End of the World by Hannah  
Ritchie.  The book will be available at Schuler 
Books on the Book Club Table. We will continue 
this book discussion at our April meeting. 

Contact Kim Huston if you are coming or interest-
ed!  kimahuston@gmail.com 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

 Information you’d like included in the 

 April 2024 Newsletter is due  

to Michele no later than March 19 

      (the 3
rd 

Tuesday of this month). 

      Please send to:   hcc1@att.net 

• Use your phone camera to scan
the QR code to access our
Online Giving.

• Text GIVE to our secure giving
number:  517-200-3995

• You can mail checks, which are
accounted for weekly.

• You can also PayPal us at:
HCCgenerosity@gmail.com.  

       We are so grateful for your generosity! 

Thank You for Giving! 

Thank you for continuing to support Haslett  
Community Church as you are able.  We receive 
your gifts with gratitude.  We are still The Church 
with a mission and a staff, and we receive your gifts 
with gratitude.  

(Back to Top)
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What’s Happening at HCC in March 

What’s Happening no longer shows individual committee meetings.  Instead, you can find specific com-
mittee meeting information on pages 9, 10, &12 of this newsletter and HERE.  Please remember to 
check with Michele in the office to coordinate building and grounds space use for your group 
(hcc1@att.net or 517.339.8383).  

WEEKLY 

Worship Service (p2)                                                          
Sundays, 10:00am      *Palm & Easter Sundays
Sanctuary, YouTube   See p2 for other Holy Week

services

Sunday School                                      
Sundays, during worship, 
Downstairs     

Coffee Fellowship                       
Most Sundays, after worship, Friendship Hall 

YOUTH: Youth Groups Meet       (p5)  
Most Sundays, *MS: 5:00-6:30pm; HS: 7:00-9:00pm 

Youth Rm  (*All Youth w/ Green Team March 3; 

No regular Youth Groups Mar. 24 & 31) 

Onsite Office Hours 
Tuesdays & Thursdays, 10:30am-1:00pm, 
HCC Office 

Pastor Betsy’s Drop-In Office Hours 

Wednesdays, 11:30am -1:00pm, HCC Office 
(She is also available by appointment Tue-Fri) 

KIDS: Lent Event          (p4) 
Wednesdays, thru Mar. 20, 6:00 - 7:00pm 
Fellowship Hall 

Wednesday Wisdom & Wondering  (p3)
Wednesdays, thru Mar. 20, 6:00 - 7:00pm 
Fellowship Hall 

Choir Rehearsal   (p6) 
Wednesdays, 7:00 - 8:30pm 
Choir Room     

Sermon Preview Bible Study  (p10) 
Thursdays, 9:00 - 9:45am, Zoom only 

Men’s Group     (p10) 
Saturdays, 9:00am  
Zoom  (except March 16 - in-person breakfast at 

     Coral Gables, East Lansing) 

ONCE THIS MONTH 

Haslett Women’s Club Meets 
Thursday, March 7, 7:00pm 
HCC Friendship Hall 

BINGO Night   (p9)  
Saturday, March 9, 6:30pm 
HCC Fellowship Hall 

YOUTH: Road Rally Scavenger Hunt  (p5)  
Saturday, March 9, 6:30pm 
(see pg. 5 for all Youth Events this month) 

Daylight Saving Time Begins (p6)  
Sunday, March 10, 2:00am 

Knitters, Crocheters, etc.       (p12) 
Sunday, March 10, 11:15am 
HCC Library 

Church Council Meets (p12)  
Tuesday, March 12, 7:15pm 
Fellowship Hall & Zoom 

Red Cross Blood Drive (p8)  
Friday, March 15, Noon - 6:00pm 
(Setup 11am) 
Friendship Hall, Sanctuary 

Men’s Breakfast  (p10) 
Saturday, March 16, 9:00am 
Coral Gables, East Lansing 

Coffee With Jesus     (p10)  
Sunday, March 17, 11:15am 

  Mary & Martha’s Rm downstairs

Newsletter Items Due  (p12)  
Tuesday, March 19, 10:00am 
Email to hcc1@att.net

Green Team Book Club      (p12)  
Tuesday, March 19, 7:00pm 
Fellowship Hall

Palm Sunday Service (p2) 
Sunday, March 24, 10:00am 
Sanctuary 

Maundy Thursday Service (p2)  
Thursday, March 28, 7:00pm 
Sanctuary

Good Friday Service  (p2)     
Friday, March 29, 7:00pm, Sanctuary 

Easter Sunday!    (p2) 
Sunday, March 31 

       7:30am - Sunrise Service (starts outside) 

     10:00am - Traditional Easter service

(Back to Top)

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5b214b3350a54fa94baf75ce/t/65dfd99cc9603b7a6c59b614/1709169052797/CommitteeTeamScheduleWithCouncilReps_Mar2024.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/haslettcommunitychurch
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HASLETT COMMUNITY CHURCH 
PO Box 217 
1427 Haslett Road 
Haslett, Michigan 48840-0217 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

H C C  C o n n e c t i o n s

H a s l e t t  C o m m u n i t y  C h u r c h

Office Hours:  Tue. & Thu., 10:30am - 1:00pm  (HCC Office) 
 Wed., 11:30am - 1:00pm  (Betsy Office Hours)  

Email:  hcc1@att.net  Phone:  517-339-8383 

 www.haslettcommunitychurch.org 

Pastor: Rev. Betsy Aho      aho.betsy@att.net  
Minister for Youth & Children: Rev. Erin Heisler     erin.heisler@att.net 

Office Manager: Michele Booher      hcc1@att.net 
    Church Musician: Barbara Freeman     bff7@comcast.net 

3 Ways to Worship Sundays at 10:00 am: In the sanctuary <> Via 88.7 FM <> YouTube 

March 2024 

A digital version of HCC Connections, with working links, can be found at: haslettcommunitychurch.org 

(Back to Top)

https://www.youtube.com/haslettcommunitychurch
https://www.haslettcommunitychurch.org/

